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Interestingly, scientist Isaac Newton did some of his best work when the plague forced Cambridge University
to close. At home, the inquisitive student invented calculus and developed groundbreaking theories of
gravity and optics. Later Newton called 1666 his annus mirabilis (“year of wonders”) and reportedly said,
“If I have made any valuable discoveries, it [owes] more to patient attention than to any other talent.”
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What have you discovered during the Covid-19 crisis? What appreciations have you developed
30 31 for aspects of life you may have previously taken for granted? What has social distancing

taught you

about

the value of

neighbors,

church,

community volunteering?

During the pandemic, what have you learned about persistence and God’s presence? What
empathy do you now feel for writers of words such as “I wait for the LORD, my whole being
waits, and in his Word, | put my hope” (Psalm 130:5, NIV)?
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